
Tuesday, May 12 

Language & Literature  

6th Grade: Hi, 6th graders! We hope you are doing well. Did you know that fluency affects 
reading comprehension? This week, we would like you to practice reading out 
loud! First, watch the video “Don’t Read Like a Robot” followed by “Reading With 
Expression”. Then, practice your fluency skills by reading this Readers Theater 
called “Far From Home” with family members or with friends over Teams. (Use 
the class code mustangvogel to log in.) Remember to read clearly, loudly and 
with expression to make your part interesting! (Use those drama skills we know 

you all have.      )  
 
We would love for you to check in during our office hours this week to ask 
questions, get book recommendations, or just say hello. This week we will be 
meeting from 12:00-1:00 on Wednesday, which is a time change due to a 
transitions meeting with have with 5th graders.  
 
Keep working hard, taking care of yourself and family, & reading something 
amazing. We miss you! 
 
Freeman: shanna.freeman@dmschools.org 
Smithman: gabrielle.mmithman@dmschools.org  
Vogel: kristin.vogel@dmschools.org (use this link for office hours on Wednesday)  
 

7th Grade: Hi, 7th Graders. 
 
This week we will be finishing our research paper Teams meetings. We will be 
going over the concluding paragraph and final edits/formatting. Students can 
submit any time before the end of the year.  
 
After this week, we will have students transition to using the Canvas modules 
that the district has out for everyone. As a result, we won’t hold Teams meetings 
since students won’t really require meetings to support those modules. However, 
we will still be available during our office hours through the end of the school 
year and at various points throughout each school day if there are any questions.  
 
We hope you are all well and continue to miss you! 
 
Mr. Severson, Ms. Cooney, and Ms. Nielsen 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjtPMiumixA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mZd4e8Z9gU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mZd4e8Z9gU&feature=youtu.be
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/040120/far-from-home.html
mailto:shanna.freeman@dmschools.org
mailto:gabrielle.mmithman@dmschools.org
mailto:kristin.vogel@dmschools.org
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2QwOTJiOTItZDFlYi00NDgyLTgxYzEtNmVjZTRhNGEyZDQ2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22eba5623b-50fe-4e37-bd38-84cca5305de7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22500ac21b-4d65-4dc9-9498-b63ff782f1cf%22%7d


8th Grade:  Hello, 8th Graders!  
 
The 8th Grade Language & Literature team hopes that you are doing well as we continue our 
virtual connections and bring you this week’s communication. Our message this week is extended 
from last week and continues to connect directly to the Canvas coursework and the essential skill 
that good readers rely on for deeper understanding—asking questions.  

This week’s Canvas continues to challenge you to ask critical thinking questions to gain deeper 
understanding, especially when faced with new information or unfamiliar reading. To expand on 
your understanding of story of immigration in America, take some time to explore the Ellis Island 
Interactive Tour website provided in this link. What connections do you see between your work 
on Canvas and the material on this site? 

As you dig deeper into the concepts of immigration, past experiences, and personal identity--we 
would like to challenge your curiosity and questioning skills in a personal exploration/connection 
assignment.   
 
This week, we would like you to create a MINI POWERPOINT (2-4 slides) that includes the 
following: 
 

 Title Slide: Name, Date, Title--Week 2 L& L Challenge Task 
 Slide 1: Central Idea & Digging Deeper 

o What is the CENTRAL IDEA of the Canvas materials that you have read so far?  
o What questions would you ask to gain an even deeper understanding of the 

sources from Week 1 and Week 2? 
o What connections do you see between the sources you have looked at and 

current events? Give examples. 
 

 Slide 2: What is YOUR immigration story? What is your personal connection to the 
sources you have been exploring?  

o Explore/Explain your story. What do you want to know or what can you tell us 
about your own history in a country of immigrants?  

o Create a PPT slide(s) with words and images that show you digging deeper 
into your understanding of your own story and your connections to the BIG 
ideas about immigration that you have looked at in Canvas in the past two 
weeks.  

 
Beyond the option of working on Canvas and this challenge assignment, we would like to remind 
you to keep watching for email updates from your teachers about Teams meetings and Office 
Hours that they can be reached. As always, you can email us at any time to check in, ask 
questions, and just let us know how things are going with you!  
 
Until next week--Be safe, make good choices, and keep in touch! 
  
Your 8th Grade Language & Literature Team,  
 

• Ms. Johnson--katie.johnson@dmschools.org  

• Mrs. Cooney--hillari.cooney@dmschools.org  

• Mrs. Overland--ashley.overland@dmschools.org  

• Mrs. Stringer--susan.stringer@dmschools.org  

  

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/
mailto:Stringer--susan.stringer@dmschools.org


Individuals & Societies 

6th Grade: Hello, 6th Graders! 
 
We hope you are all doing well! This week, your Canvas work relates to Queen 
Elizabeth I. After completing your Canvas work, please go to this website and 
read the article about Queen Elizabeth I. 
 
Once you have completed the Canvas work and reading, please email Miss Tharp 
and Mrs. Sereg with a 3-2-1 format. Please include... 
 

3-New things you learned from the Canvas work or reading 
2- Connections you can make (with another class, your life, another 
book/article, etc.) 
1- Question you have  

 
Furthermore, please look for an email soon about a Teams meeting for your 
class! 
 
As always, we encourage you to stay informed about current events. A quick and 
easy way to do that is by watching CNN10! 
 
Best,  
 
Mrs. Sereg- breanne.sereg@dmschools.org 
Miss Tharp- christina.tharp@dmschools.org 
 

7th Grade Dear Global Studies Students, 
 
As we have discussed one way or another all year, there are always multiple 
perspectives in any conflict and understanding them are essential to gain a more 
complex view of the world. A trial in court is meant to be a fair and neutral way to hear 
two sides of a story & come to a just conclusion.  Sometimes in life (and in trials) both 
sides may argue that their rights were violated by the other side; this is a situation of 
rights in conflict.  Even when this is the case, a decision must be reached, though it 
certainly can be hard to determine whose rights should “win”.   
 
Read the 2 scenarios below (both based on real life) and then send your teacher the 
answers to these 3 questions for each scenario. When you’re done, send your ideas to 
kathryn.mccormick@dmschools.org   or   barry.thomas@dmschools.org . 
 

SCENARIO A:    Migrant workers bring a case against the farms they work in 
saying they need field toilets, hand washing stations and drinking water to have 
safe working conditions. Farmers argue they can’t afford to institute these 
measures on their farms.  

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/monarchy/elizabeth-i-facts/
mailto:breanne.sereg@dmschools.org
mailto:christina.tharp@dmschools.org
mailto:kathryn.mccormick@dmschools.org
mailto:barry.thomas@dmschools.org


SCENARIO B:    A student wears a shirt to school that has a symbol that is 
commonly understood to be a racist symbol.  A school administrator explains 
how having the symbol can make others feel uncomfortable or even targeted 
and requires the student to change his shirt. The student refuses and brings a 
case against the school.  
 

If you’re up for it, here’s a CHALLENGE SCENARIO: Today (May 12) the U.S. Supreme 
Court is hearing a case over whether President Trump must disclose (show) his tax 
records and other financial information that are necessary evidence for various court 
cases against Trump to move forward. Here’s a link to a news article from the NYTimes if 
you’d like more information. 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Who is the plaintiff (person that brought the lawsuit) and who is the defendant 

(person accused in the lawsuit) in the case?  
 
2. What human right does each side claim was violated? (Consult the UDHR here to 

help you figure it out.) 
 
3. How would you decide the case & (most importantly) why would you decide as 

you do? 

8th Grade:  Hello, 8th Graders: 
 
We hope this communication finds you well and not too stir crazy.  This week’s Canvas 
course has two parts: Section 1 deals with the Early Years of the Civil War and Section 2 
is about the Role of Women and African Americans in the Civil War.  The voluntary 
learning opportunity we are providing this week allows you to explore a current issue 
involving one of the women highlighted for exploration in Part 2 of the Canvas course: 
Harriet Tubman. 
 
Under the leadership of President Obama, a decision was made to replace former 
President Andrew Jackson (who we studied in our unit on Westward Expansion prior to 
the school closure) with Harriet Tubman on the Twenty Dollar Bill.  When President 
Trump took office, he decided that the change should be studied further and delayed 
any action until at least 2026.  Like the previous issue you explored relating to 
Confederate statues, this decision sparked controversy.  We would like you to read the 
following articles and answer the questions listed below before writing a paragraph 
stating your position on the issue of replacing Andrew Jackson with Harriet Tubman on 
the $20 bill. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/us/harriet-tubman-bill.html 
https://www.history.com/news/should-harriet-tubman-replace-jackson-on-the-
20-bill 
https://www.returntoorder.org/2016/04/why-harriet-tubman-should-not-be-
on-the-twenty-dollar-bill/ 
https://standard.asl.org/13645/democracy-special-edition/point-counterpoint-
should-andrew-jackson-be-on-the-20-dollar-bill/ 
http://projects.leadr.msu.edu/youngamerica/exhibits/show/jackson/20 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/us/politics/trump-supreme-court-financial-records.html
https://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/verve/_resources/FQ2_Simplified_Version_Dec.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/us/harriet-tubman-bill.html
https://www.history.com/news/should-harriet-tubman-replace-jackson-on-the-20-bill
https://www.history.com/news/should-harriet-tubman-replace-jackson-on-the-20-bill
https://www.returntoorder.org/2016/04/why-harriet-tubman-should-not-be-on-the-twenty-dollar-bill/
https://www.returntoorder.org/2016/04/why-harriet-tubman-should-not-be-on-the-twenty-dollar-bill/
https://standard.asl.org/13645/democracy-special-edition/point-counterpoint-should-andrew-jackson-be-on-the-20-dollar-bill/
https://standard.asl.org/13645/democracy-special-edition/point-counterpoint-should-andrew-jackson-be-on-the-20-dollar-bill/
http://projects.leadr.msu.edu/youngamerica/exhibits/show/jackson/20


 
1. Why are the decisions about who will appear on America’s currency important? 
2. What reasons did President Trump give for retaining President Jackson on the 

$20 bill and not replacing him with Harriet Tubman?   
3. What are the best reasons for placing Harriet Tubman on the $20 bill?  What are 

the best reasons to not place her on the $20 bill? 
4. What are the best reasons for keeping Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill?  What 

are the best reasons to remove him from the $20 bill? 
5. What is your position on the issue?  Use information/evidence from the articles 

you read to support your position. 
 
Just a reminder that the incredible Ken Burns documentary, The Civil War, can be 
streamed for free at this website.  Take advantage of this opportunity to see one of the 
greatest historical documentaries ever created while you can: 
https://iowa.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-civil-war-full-film/the-civil-war/ 
 
Also remember our Office Hours--your best opportunity, other than Class Meetings, to 
get immediate help from us: 
 
Mr. Thomas (barry.thomas@dmschools.org) 2-4 pm every Friday 
Mr. O’Connor  (david.oconnor@dmschools.org) 3-5 pm every Friday. 
 
Take care and be well everybody.  We miss you. 
 
 

 

https://iowa.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-civil-war-full-film/the-civil-war/
mailto:barry.thomas@dmschools.org
mailto:david.oconnor@dmschools.org

