
Wednesday, April 8 

Performing Arts  
Choir & 
General 
Music: 

Hello Chorus and Music Appreciation students!  I hope this note finds you and your families doing 
well!  
 
Hopefully you noticed that I created a Team under Microsoft Teams for each class and you have 
been added. Check your school email for updates to each Team’s page and even for online check-
in meetings so we can share with each other what we’ve been up to. 
 
In the meantime, the link below will send you to a “31-day Song Challenge.” (Props to Mrs. 
Allison!) In this challenge see if you can find a song to listen to/learn/or sing/perform under each 
challenge prompt. Please feel free to share via email or Teams (during our “check in meeting”). If 
the link doesn’t want to open for you, here are the first 5 to get you started this week: 
 
Name a song that: 

1. Once you hear it, it will be stuck in your head. 
2. Helped you find the music you most enjoy listening to. 
3. Reminds you of your closest friends. 
4. Transports you to a different place and time, 
5. You and a sibling or friend love to listen to! 

 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/669769775813305027/   
 
If you’d like to share your song with others teachers from Merrill, let me know! You can record it 
on www.flipgrid.com and upload it to your OneDrive. Want to add in some harmonies or a 
polyrhythmic background? Try the app Acapella Maker- make sure to get permission before 
downloading!!! 

Band: Hello all band students.  We get some sunshine this week.  Spend some safe time outside! 
The one question being heard the most is if you haven’t gotten your horn home yet, how can you 
get to school to get it?  Unfortunately, there is still no plan in place for you to get your horn or 
return a school horn yet. The front office is aware, and we just have to be patient.  New word is, 
the district is working on a plan on this topic, but have not formalized it yet. 
I have some interesting links for you give a listen to this week, if you want! 
Beginning Band Students:  Listen to the sound of one of the songs we might play next year: 
https://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/dragonflight-at-dawn/540058/ 
6th Grade Band:  You were doing such a good job rehearsing “Grasshopper Dance” here is a 
professional group playing it: https://www.halleonard.com/product/4002681/grasshopper-dance 
7th Grade Band:  You were doing a good job on the classic “Lonely Bull” by the Tijuana Brass 

group, check out this link (be warned, you will be humming it all day, 😊): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16B5Xm8_IKw 
8th Grade Band:  Your band will be graduating to the excitement of High School Band. The music 
really amps up in Concert Band to professional level historical works.  Listen to the amazing sound 
of a true Concert Band classic, Percy Grainger’s “I’m Seventeen Come Sunday”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpQgtQf56XQ 
8th Grade Jazz Band:  Your band has experienced so much this year and our jazz listening helped.  
Today, give a listen to classic Count Basie on “Jumpin’ at the Woodside” great video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnEVppghro4 
Soon, I will be sending each of you an invite through Microsoft Teams to join me once a week 
through an “Office Hour”, a great new way to just say ‘hi’ or even play or ask help on a scale or 
two!  Stay healthy and I am sending my sincere best wishes to you and your family. 
Mr. Morgan 
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Orchestra: https://youtu.be/Cze3VFvI8Ig 
 
Hi Orchestra friends!  Above, you will see a YouTube link that will take you to a little video from 
me.  If it works, you can stop reading here, b/c I say everything that I’m about to write.  If you 
prefer to read it, continue reading! 
 
You all should have received an invite to a Microsoft Teams group.  I created classes for each level 
(I combined the 2 second year classes as well as the 2 beginner classes.) Here is where you can 
write questions to me and to your whole class.  I will have office hours on Thursdays at 1:30 so 
you will get an immediate response if you log on then! You could play something for me, ask me 
for tuning help, or just say hi!  I will also schedule some times for our class to meet as a whole, 
just so we can check in with each other.   
 
Weekly challenge (this is optional)!  Last week’s challenge was to play me your solo and ensemble 
piece on Flipgrid.  To those of you who have, I will be responding on Flipgrid so check back there!  
This week, I challenge you to post a video to Flipgrid of you playing ANY music you wish to 
someone in your family.  Other students from your class will be able to view the video, unlike 

your playing test or your solo and ensemble.  Here is a link to my example!  😊 
https://youtu.be/YZu80QwnOIc 
 
For you tech savvy people, I am looking for a way to have whomever wants to play our concert 
music, and then I would compile it so it is like we are having a concert!  Accepting any ideas as to 
how to do this!  I have heard of an app called Acapella, and I am going to look into that.   
 
That’s all for now!  Hope this finds you well!   -Mrs. Graham 

Physical Education 
Hello everyone, my daughter I are very busy making masks for the Navy. What have you been up to?  
This week we would like you to set up stations through your house or outside. Start by placing an exercise on a 
piece of paper and put the number you will do. Make enough for all the rooms of your house. Then place them 
in each room and make a map of the order you will visit each room. Then test it out. When you are ready, time 
yourself and see how quickly you can do the course. Challenge your siblings and your parents. Try to do the 
course each day, you can even change the exercises. We hope you like it! Stay safe.  Ms. Greteman 

Other Notes 
A huge THANK YOU to all of you who have filled out the Connectivity Survey so far!  If you have not filled out 
this survey, please watch for a call from a Merrill staff person tomorrow who will help get your information 
recorded so we can prepare technology for your family, if needed.  These calls will either be coming from a 
blocked number or a (319) area code via Microsoft Teams.   
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