
Course Outline 

Language Acquisition: Spanish  

MYP Phase 1 Level 1.1 
 

I. Course description 
 

This Level 1.1 Spanish class focuses on helping students develop risk taking, inquiring minds, 

curiosity, and become reflective about their learning of a foreign language, and the world around 

them.  This course incorporates the three fundamental concepts of the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP): holistic learning, intercultural 

awareness and communication.  

Structural focus of Level 1.1 

In this level the students will be working in the following grammatical structures: cognates, 

articles, adjectives, verbs, subject pronouns, nouns and basic sentence structures. In order to 

reach the end goals for each of the criterion, the following are recommended minimums for 

student’s tasks: in reading comprehension, students will read and process a hundred words; in  

oral tasks, students will interact up to one minute; in writing tasks, students will write one 

hundred words. These are just suggested minimums to keep students proactively engaged and 

perform at the level that will enable them to meet phase requirements to move on to the next 

level. 

Holistic learning is encouraged on a daily basis as students use skills from many curricular areas 

and background knowledge to explore language locally, nationally and globally.  It fosters 

intercultural awareness in students by teaching them communicative competences, not only 

linguistic competence, having them exposed to different cultures, traditions and beliefs. Then, 

students can apply learned concepts to global problems to understand different perspectives and 

needs.  Students will use multiple forms of communication to express their ideas and show 

evidence of their learning about real-world concepts and issues including written/ oral reports, 

technology based presentations, and visual presentations. 

 

Students will begin to embody the IB Learner Profile as they display the following 

qualities: 

 

An inquiring/questioning approach to your learning ~ actions that suggest you are 

knowledgeable and reasoned in your thinking ~ an ability to use critical thinking skills as you 

explore ~ an ability to communicate your ideas and receive the ideas of others ~ an honest, fair, 

and principled approach to your behavior and learning ~ an open-mindedness toward other’s 

attitudes and beliefs ~ empathy, compassion, and caring for others ~ a willingness to leave your 

comfort zone and become risk-takers ~ a balance in all aspects of your life ~an ability to reflect 

on life and learning. 

 

II. Aims and Objectives 
 

The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may 

expect to experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the 

learning experience. 

An overarching aim of teaching and learning languages is to enable the student to become a 

critical and competent communicator. 



The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP language acquisition are to: 

• gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their mother tongue 

and cultural heritage 

• develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages 

• develop the student’s communication skills necessary for further language learning, and for 

study, work and leisure in a range of authentic contexts and for a variety of audiences and 

purposes 

• enable the student to develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a range of learning tools, 

such as multimedia, in the various modes of communication 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts and 

to develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and construction of meaning 

• enable the student to recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, self-

expression and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing literacy 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of language learning, 

which comprises the integration of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language is spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own and other  

cultures, leading to involvement and action in own and other communities 

• foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language learning. 

 

 

III. Role of the Global Contexts  
 

 

For every unit, there will be a Statement of Inquiry and a Global Context: Identities and 

Relationships, Orientation in Time and Space, Personal and Cultural Expression, Scientific and 

Technical Innovation, Globalization and Sustainability, and Fairness and Development that will 

provide a framework and give our classroom a context for learning. The Global Contexts are the 

fuel that fires our intellectual pursuit.  They help students make connections to their own life, to 

other subject areas, and to the world.  

 

 

 

IV  Texts and Resources 
  

Textbook: Realidades 1, technology, complementary textbooks related to the topic in the target 

language. Des Moines Public Schools Middle School Spanish Curriculum Guide, and District 

Common Formative Assessments. 

 

V   Methodology 
 

Students will be actively involved in their own learning.  A variety of engaging experiences will 

include: direct teaching, projects, inquiry, discussions, peer evaluations, cooperative learning, 

differentiation, and practice through reading, writing, worksheets, games, songs, listening 

activities, and more.   

 



VI. Methods of Assessment 
 

Formative assessments will include rubrics, homework, class work, class discussions, group 

work, teacher observation, oral presentations, alternative assessments, class participation, 

informal assessment (Questions, monitoring for understanding, participation) formal assessments 

(test, quizzes, projects, homework, and class work) authentic assessments, listening work and 

pre-existing examinations for modifications, and correct placement at skill level. 

 

Summative assessments will include unit reflections, presentations, projects, rubrics, teacher 

created tests, and district assessments.   

 

For IB assessment, student work is evaluated on the following IB assessment criteria (foundation 

level): 

Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text 

Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text 

Criterion C: Communicating in response, written, and visual text 

Criterion D: Using language in spoken and written form 

 

VII. Grading Policy/MYP Criteria 
All summative tasks will be assessed using MYP rubrics on an 8 point scale, and the students 

will receive a copy of the rubrics to take home.  Further, teacher will post each student’s level of 

achievement on Infinite Campus.   

Student work will also be assessed using the Des Moines Public School’s grading scale. 

DMPS Standards Referenced grading scale will be used on a quarterly basis.  

 

DMPS Grading Scale --used at Semester:    

A 100%-90%    

B 89%-80%    

C 79%-70%    

D 69%-60% 

F below 60% 

 

 

SRG 4 Point Scale 

 

 

4 Exceeding Standard 

3 Meeting Standard 

2 Developing toward Standard 

1 Insufficient Progress 

0 No evidence of student understanding in submitted work 

M Missing- Student has not submitted evidence 

 

 

 


